AUSTRALIA DAY SPEECH: 26 JANUARY 2006

Dr Nguyen Thien Nhan, Vice Chairman of the People’s Committee of
HCMC

Mr. Le Quoc Hung, General Director of the Department of External
Relations

Consular Corps Colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen

Welcome and thank you for coming here to help celebrate Australia’s 218"
birthday. We at the Consulate see it as an opportunity to celebrate our close
relationships with our Vietnamese friends, consular corps colleagues and
members of the Australian community in HCMC. I’d like to thank you all
for your cooperation, assistance and friendship over the past year.

This is my first Australia Day in Vietnam and it ushers in what | see as a
particularly exciting time in Vietnam-Australia relations as we take turns
hosting APEC over the next two years — Vietnam in 2006 and Australia in
2007. Our governments will cooperate closely over that time to create an
APEC agenda that is forward looking, positive and successful. The APEC
meetings in Vietnam this year will create further opportunities for Australia
and Vietnam to expand what is already a strong and mutually beneficial
relationship.

It is pleasing to note that trade between Australia and Vietnam continues to
expand rapidly, with total two-way trade for the financial year 2004-05
reaching AUD 4.4 billion.  And the faces of the Australian business
community | see here today, both newcomers and oldtimers, are testimony to
the promise that Vietnam holds for Australian investors and companies.

In 2005 there were 15 new Australian-invested projects in Vietnam worth
USD5.47 million in registered capital.  Australian services, including
financial, banking, insurance, legal and education services, also are
developing a strong presence in HCMC. This is a timely development, as
HCMC’s new five-year plan for 2006-2010 aims to make HCMC a hub for
sophisticated, hi-technology services.



We are here at a unique time. Against the backdrop of Vietnam’s WTO
accession negotiations, we are witnessing a reform agenda in Vietnam that is
aimed at creating a level playing field for all businesses and investors, and is
integrating Vietnam into the international community. | know | can speak
for the Australian Chamber of Commerce and the business community,
when | say that we support the positive legislative and administrative
changes we are seeing take place in Vietnam.

Our close relationship with Vietnam has always been supported and
deepened through our development assistance programs. In the past year,
our development programs have continued across the Mekong delta region
and concentrated on improvements to water supply, water management and
sanitation. We have also been active in supporting microfinance activities
including here in Ho Chi Minh City.

Cultural relations between Australia and Vietnam have been enhanced by
the diverse public diplomacy events the Consulate has organised over the
past year. Events such as the Australian Film Festival; an acoustic guitar
act, Guitar Trek; our ongoing series of lectures by Australian officials and
academics at Vietnamese universities; and the Kickin up Dust photographic
exhibition focussing on indigenous Australians, have brought the many faces
of Australian culture to a Vietnamese audience. And just this week we
awarded 10 arts grants to young Vietnamese artists in collaboration with the
City Council in HCMC’s sister city, Melbourne, and RMIT university.

In my short time here, | have already observed that one of reasons for the
strength and richness of the Australia-Vietnam relationship is the people-to-
people links we enjoy. Increasingly these links are being strengthened
through the ever-increasing numbers of travellers between our two countries.
In the Consulate General we issued 32% more tourist visas for Vietnamese
travellers in 2005 than in the previous year, and statistics show that the
number of Australian tourists to Vietnam in 2005 was up 13 % on 2004.

More and more Vietnamese students are also studying in Australia or at
Vietnam-based Australian education institutions such as the RMIT; and the
cooperation between our business communities is deepening. | encourage
every one here today to continue to build on these people-to-people links.



At the official level last year saw the visit to Australia by Prime Minister
Phan Van Khai, and Minister Hill, Minister Patterson, and Parliamentary
Secretary Billson, as well as a number of Australian state ministers, visited
Vietnam during that time. As for this year, we anticipate a very full
schedule of high-level Australian visits to Vietnam to take part in APEC
meetings that will further enhance cooperation and understanding between
our countries in many areas.

I look forward to working with you all in coming years — please do not
hesitate to approach us if we can be of assistance in anyway. For those
Australians here today, |1 would like to take the opportunity to recommend
that you register your contact details with us at the consulate at
www.smartraveller.com, if you have not done so already. We have seen
numerous examples of consular crises in recent times, from terrorism to
tsunamis to avian influenza, all of which highlight the importance of having
such information on our local community available.

I would now like to call Dr Nguyen Thien Nhan, Vice-Chairman of the
People’s Committee of HCMC to join me on stage for a toast.

(Dr Nhan comes to the podium)

I think it is a good sign that we celebrate our national day so close to the
Lunar new year and I’d like to use this occasion to propose a toast to the
good health of the President of Vietham, HE Mr Tran Duc Luong, and the
people of Vietnam and to wish all of you present today a happy, prosperous
and successful New Year — Chuc Mung Nam Moi!



QUOC KHANH UC 2006

Thua Tién st Nguyén Thién Nhan PCT UBND TPHCM
Thua 6ng L& Quéc Hung, Giam doc SNV TPHCM
Thua cac ddng nghiép trong ngoai giao doan,

Thua qui dng, qui ba,

Xin chao murng va cam on qui vi ¢ dén day cung tham du 1&8 ming ngay
sinh nhat lan th 218 cua nudc Uc. Chlng t6i, nhitng nguoi cong tac tai
TLSQ xem day la dip dé mung cho moi quan hé than thiét giira chlng toi
véi nhitng nguoi ban VN, cac déng nghiép trong lanh sy doan va cong dong
cong dan Uc tai TPHCM. Tai xin cam on tat ca qui vi vi d& hop tac, hd tro
ching tdi va vé tinh hitu nghi caa qui vi danh cho ching toi.

Pay 1a ngay quéc khanh Uc dau tién cua toi tai VN. Ngay hém nay mé ra
mét thoi ky dac biét tha vi trong mbi quan hé Viét-Uc vi sip tdi VN va Uc
s€ luan phién chu tri héi nghi APEC trong nam 2006 va 2007. Chinh phu hai
nudc chang ta s€ hop tac that chat ché trong khoang thoi gian hai nam dé
dé dé& xuat mot chuong trinh nghi su cho APEC hudng vé tuong lai, lac quan
va thanh cong. Cac cudc hop APEC tai VN trong nam nay s& tao thém nhiéu
co hoi cho Uc va VN mé rong quan hé ddi bén cing cé loi vén da viing
manh.

T6i rat vui ming khi nhan thay rang thuong mai giira Uc va VN van tiép tuc
phat trién nhanh. Tong gia tri thuong mai hai chiéu trong nam tai chanh
2004-05 da dat dén 4,4 ty do-la Uc. Va tat ca nhitng guong mit cii ciing nhu
méi trong cong dong doanh nhan Uc ma toi gap hdm nay la bang ching cho
thdy VN van la mét thi truong tiém nang cho cac cong ty va céc nha dau tu
Uc.

Trong nam 2005, d4 c6 15 dir an dau tu méi caa Uc vao VN véi s6 vén ding
ky 14 5,47 trieu My kim. Céc loai hinh dich vu caa Uc gom tai chanh, ngan
hang, bao hiém, va cac dich vu vé gido duc va luat dang phét trién rat manh
tai TPHCM. Pay la buéc phat trién ding ldc vi nhitng muc tiéu méi trong ké
hoach 5 nam, tir 2006 d¢én 2010 cua TP |a dua thanh pho tro thanh mét trung
tam dich vu cong nghé cao va hién dai.



Chung ta gap nhau tai day ciing vao maot thoi diém dac biét. Trong bdi canh
nhitng cuéc dam phan vé viéc VN gia nhap WTO, ching t6i dang chang
kién mot chuong trinh cai cach tai VN nham tao ra mét san choi binh dang
cho tat ca cac doanh nghiép va cac nha dau tu, va gip VN hoi nhap vao
cong ddng thé gisi. Khi néi rang chdng toi hoan toan ung ho nhing thay doi
tich cuc vé mat hanh chanh va luat phdp ma chdng tdi nhan thiy dang dién
ra & VN thi tdi biét 1a tdi dang noi thay cho Phong Thuong mai va Cong
d6ng doanh nghiép Uc.

M&i quan hé than thiét cta ching t6i vai VN lubn dugc hd tro va dao sau
théng qua cac chuong trinh hd trg phat trién. Trong nim qua, cac chuong
trinh hd tro phat trién cua ching toi tiép tuc tap trung vao viéc cai thién cong
tac cap nudc, quan Iy nudc va vé sinh mdi truong tai cac tinh DBSCL.
Chung t6i ciing da tich cuc hd tro cac hoat dong tai chanh vi mo, ké ca tai
TPHCM.

Quan hé van hda gitra hai nuéc ciing dugc tang cuong thdng qua cac su kién
van hoa da dang do TLSQ t6 chiic trong nam qua. Nhing chuong trinh nhu
Lién hoan phim Uc, biéu dién dan ghi-ta, nhém nhac Guitar Trek, nhiing
budi thuyét trinh cua cac vién chirc va giang vién Uc, va trién 1am tranh Vi
diéu trén cat vé thd dan Uc dd gisi thiéu nhiéu khia canh van hoa Uc dén
khan gia VN. Va trong tuan nay, ching tdi da trao 10 suat hoc bong nghé
thuat cho cac nghé si trée VN trong mét chuong trinh hop tac vai Hoi dong
TP Melbourne, TP két nghia véi TPHCM, va truong RMIT.

Chi trong mét thoi gian ngan c6 mat tai day, toi d& nhan ra rang ching ta co
dugc mdi quan hé Viét-Uc phong phi va vitng manh nhu hdém nay 1a nho
mdi quan hé giita nguoi dan caa hai nudc. Va theo thoi gian, mbi quan hé
nay ngay cang thém vitng manh nho vao luong du khach qua lai gitra hai
nudc ngay cang tang. Trong nam 2005, s6 visa du lich do TLSQ Uc cap cho
du khach VN ting 32 phan tram so véi nam 2004 va theo sb liéu théng ké thi
luong khach du lich Uc d¢én VN trong nam 2005 ting 13 phan tram so voi
nam 2004.

Ngay cang cd nhiéu sinh vién VN hoc tai Uc hoac tai cac truong cua Uc tai
VN nhu truong RMIT; va su hop tac gitra cong ddéng doanh nhan hai nudc
dang phat trlen manh. T6i moi goi tat qui vi hién dién noi day hdm nay tiép
tuc ciing ¢ mdi quan hé gitra nguoi dan cua hai nudc.



Con vé cac cudc viéng tham chinh thic, nam rdi Tha Tuéng Phan Van Khai
d4 sang tham Uc va cac vi bo truong nhu dng Hill, 6ng Patterson va Québc vy
khanh d6i ngoai dng Billson ciing nhu nhiéu bd truéng & cac bang caa Uc
ciing sang tham VN trong nam qua. Riéng trong nam nay s& cé rat nhiéu
vién chic cap cao cua Uc sang tham VN dé tham dy cac cudc hop APEC, va
nhu vy s& gilp diy manh hon nira méi quan hé va hiéu biét I1an nhau gita
hai nugc trén nhiéu 1anh vuc.

To6i mong dugc cung lam viéc voi tét ca qui vi trong nhirng nam toi. Xin
ding ngan ngai lién hé véi ching toi néu chlng tdi co thé gitp ich gi cho qui
vi. Riéng di voi nhitng céng dan Uc c6 mit tai day hom nay, nhan dip nay
ti cling dé nghi nhitng ai chua dang ky céac chi tiét lién lac vai TLSQ thi
hady vao trang web www.smartraveller.com dé dang ky. Gan day, d4 c6 vo
s6 cac vu khung hoang 1anh su, nao 1a khung bd, réi séng than va cum gia
cam. Va vi thé ching ta moi thay duoc 14 viéc phai c6 sin cac thong tin vé
cong dong nguoi Uc ¢ day 1a rat quan trong.

Gio day toi xin moi Tién si Nguyén Thién Nhan, Pho CT UBND TP bugc
I&n san khau dé cung tdi nang ly chdc mung cho ngay quoc khanh Uc.

T6i nghi rang viéc ching toi t6 chic 18 mung Quéc khanh rat can ké Tét
Nguyén Dén ciing 1a mot dip tét. Vi vay, nhan dip nay toi xin moi qui vi
cuing nang ly chiic ming cho sic khoe cua Ngai Tran Bac Luong, Chua tich
nudc VN va cia nhan dan VN va xin chic tat ca qui vi hién dién noi day
mot nam mai hanh phuc, thinh vugng va thanh cong.


http://www.smartraveller.com/

