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“Peace” and “Prosperity” are the facts that I have witnessed and felt during the course of my posting here in Ho Chi Minh City. I have never seen any place in the world that is as dynamic as Ho Chi Minh City. Since the very first days of my arrival at Ho Chi Minh City in January 2003, I could feel the dynamism and liveliness of the city, the strong intention of the leaderships and the hard-working habit of the Vietnamese people.  I am certain that anyone who came to visit and work in Vietnam would feel the same.


What I have usually told the Thai delegations and visitors to Ho Chi Minh City is that the following factors are crucial to Vietnam’s success:

(1) The strong will and determination of the Vietnamese leaders at all level to lead Vietnam to a modern and industrialized country;
(2)  The friendliness of the Vietnamese people and their eagerness to learn and adapt to a new and better environment as well as their hard-working nature.


The Royal Thai Consulate-General is just a small unit in the overall picture Thai-Vietnamese relations. However, we have played the role, through the cooperation with several departments of the People’s Committees of Ho Chi Minh City and southern provinces as well as the Vietnamese people, with a view to strengthening a closer relation, enhancing a wider and deeper cooperation between our two countries, particularly promoting a better understanding between our two peoples.

During the tenure of duty at Ho Chi Minh City, I have placed the task of promoting a better understanding between the Thai and the Vietnamese peoples as the first priority as it is the most essential element of our relations.    

My colleagues and I are pleased to have been a part of this creative works, in particular we have worked closely with the External Relations Office, the HCMC Union of Friendship Organizations, the Vietnam - Thailand Friendship Association in HCMC as well as other relevant organizations and institutions throughout the southern part of the country, i.e. the University of Social Science and Humanities, HCMC University of Foreign Languages and Information Technology, on several projects such as scholarships program, cultural exchange and cooperation program, introduction of Vietnam to several Thai delegations and associations, religious cooperation and exchanges program, etc.


Based on a cordial relation, close cooperation and mutual understanding of our two countries, I am confident that Thailand and Vietnam will be excellent neighbors, close allies and perfect economic partners. Both of them will be able to jointly play a constructive role in the Southeast Asian region.


In the near future we will foster even closer cooperation in several dimensions, including trade and investment cooperation, cooperation in combating transnational crime and all kind of threats to humanity, cooperation in culture and religion and cooperation in transportation networks. We will witness more traveling of the peoples in the region on routes including:

-  East - West Economic Corridor Route linking northeastern part of Thailand, through Laos and central part of Vietnam;

- The route linking Ubon Ratchatani province, through Laos at Champasak province, Cambodia at Stoeng Treng Province and Kracheh Province, to Vietnam at Tay Ninh province and Ho Chi Minh City;  

- The route linking Bangkok – Phnom Penh and Ho Chi Minh City, which has great potentials; 

-  The route linking the eastern part of Thailand at Trad province, through the coast line of Cambodia, and the southern part of Vietnam at Kien Giang province. This route has potentials both by land and sea. 

I, therefore, am confident that our people in the region will get closer and closer which will definitely lead to stable, secured and prosperous                  Southeast Asia.

I am honoured and proud to be a part of this role in bringing the Thai and Vietnamese people to this level of relation and understanding. The current state of relations has demonstrated the strength of the cooperation among relevant agencies, especially Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee’s authorities from the External Relations Office, the Union of Friendship Organizations,                   the Vietnam –Thai Friendship Association, and other concerned authorities of all southern provinces.  
I would also like to reiterate here that what I have done in Vietnam is genuine. I have done them all from the bottom of my heart as I really wish to see our relations strengthen further and deeper.

This Insignia of Peace and Friendship among Peoples medal must be shared to those from both the Vietnamese side and the Thai side who have assisted me in the efforts of strengthening the relations between Thailand and Vietnam. 


On the Vietnamese side:



1. Mr. Le Quoc Hung, Mr. Le Hung Quoc,  Director and Deputy Director, respectively, of the External Relations Office, and their staff who have helped me and my staff in all kind of works we have faced since the very first day of our arrival until the departing day.



2. The Chairmen, Vice Chairmen of the People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City, the People’s Council, and officials of several departments which include, the police, the security, the customs, the cultural and information, the Tourism, the Planning and Investment, Trade, etc.



3. Chairmen and Vice Chairmen of provinces, which include       Dong Nai, Binh Duong, Tay Ninh, Long An, Can Tho, Kien Giang, Da Nang City, Thua Thien - Hue, Dong Thap, Ba Ria-Vung Tau, Da Lat City, and Ben Tre, etc. 



4. VCCI and some private organization and businesses whom I cannot mention their names here.


I thank them for their kind gesture and cooperation rendered to my office.



On the Thai side, I would like to thank:

          
Firstly, my colleagues at the Consulate both Thai officials and local staff; secondly, my colleague from the Thai Trade Center; thirdly, the Thai Business Association in Vietnam and the whole Thai community, the Thai wives and children club; fourthly, Thai Airways, fifthly, the Laos - Thai Viet Kieu Association; sixthly, my consular colleagues, and last but not least, my family and staff, under the guidance of my wife who has always worked behind the scenes in assisting me both directly and indirectly. In diplomatic world, our spouses are crucial in our works. She has worked tirelessly in supporting me for my entire career. In Ho Chi Minh City she has worked closely with her counterparts in the so-called Consular Club. 
In addition, there are individuals, groups of people, and organizations, in particular the Most Venerable Thich Thien Tam of Pho Minh temple who have been especially generous to my family as his relatives. My thanks also go to teachers, students in the Thai language section in all universities in Vietnam who have helped the Consulate in several activities, including cultural events.  
To conclude my remarks, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to thank Mr. Le Hung Quoc, President of the Union of Friendship Organizations, who has dedicated to better relations between Thailand and Vietnam and has rendered all support to my office. My thanks also go to the Union’s staff for helping me and my colleagues, including organizing this impressive event for me today.
Once again, I am certain that our relations will continue to grow. Mutual understanding between the Thai and Vietnamese will continue to prosper. And based on mutual understanding and cooperation, our region will continue to enjoy peace, stability and prosperity. 

Even though we leaving Ho Chi Minh City in few weeks time, my family and I will be delighted to help bring our two peoples together. Finally, I wish you all good health and success in both your career and personal life.







Thank you 


